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DECKERVILLE COMMUNITY HOSPITAL OFFERS LATEST TECHNOLOGY IN  

DIGITAL BREAST CANCER SCREENING AND DETECTION 

New system offers comfortable design features and provides clear, 

detailed images at gentle doses 

 
DECKERVILLE - May, 2015– Women who undergo    
routine mammograms at Deckerville Community Hospital 
now have the latest digital screening and diagnostic         
technology available.  Deckerville Community Hospital 
recently purchased Fujifilm’s Aspire breast imaging      
solution from FUJIFILM Medical Systems U.S.A., Inc, a 
leading provider of diagnostic imaging products.  In      
addition to greater imaging capabilities, Fujifilm’s Aspire 
breast imaging solution, installed in April, offers a        
reduction in radiation dosage compared to other units. By 
offering women the latest technology in mammography, 
Deckerville Community Hospital hopes to increase the 
number of area women who will be routinely screened. 
“The best way to fight breast cancer is to have a plan that 

helps detect the disease in its early stages.  Patients understand the importance of getting an annual           
mammogram and are starting to express the importance of quality and comfortable screenings,” said Lynn 
Koppel, Mammography Technologist. “We want to provide the 
best for our community and we are pleased to announce the   
installation our new, digital mammography system.  When you 
have a mammogram you want to have the clearest  possible   
Images, without increasing x-ray exposure. We chose Aspire   
because it provides clear, detailed images at gentle doses, so our   
radiologists can diagnose with confidence.” 

“Yearly exams offer the best chance to detect disease as 
early as possible. When so much depends on an image, the        
quality of that image is essential.” said Rob Fabrizio, of            
FUJIFILM Medical Systems.  “This imaging system delivers 
exceptional, clear images and is designed to provide a more        
confident diagnosis and assist in the accurate and early detection 
of breast cancer for patients.” 

For more information about Fujifilm’s Aspire Breast        
Imaging Solutions or if you would like to schedule a                  
mammogram or have questions, please contact Deckerville  
Community Hospital at (810)376-2835. 



 Arterial Blood Gas Education 

  
 Christine Slivka RN, Wendy Smith LPN, Jen Pfaff LPN, and Ashley 

Stolicker RN attended an in-house educational and training session on      

Arterial Blood Gas Sampling.  The class, presented by Irene Cole RN, was 

held on March 4, 2014.  Chief of Staff, Dr. Afaneh, provided the medical 

supervision for the  hands on portion of the course.  Each nurse had the     

opportunity to perform an actual arterial blood draw and demonstrate        

competency for the procedure. 

 Patients with respiratory disease are at risk for inadequate lung       

ventilation and inadequate tissue oxygenation.  ABG sampling will provide 

information about lung function through interpretation of the oxygen and 

carbon dioxide levels.  Patients with certain metabolic diseases and  selected 

drug overdoses are at risk for acid-base abnormalities and ABG results assist 

the doctor in the course of treatment for these patients. 

(Photo shows Jenifer Pfaff, Ashley Stoliker, Dr. Afaneh and Wendy Smith) 

Deckerville 2nd Graders Tour Deckerville  
Community Hospital 

 
On Thursday, April 30, 2015 the 2nd  graders of          

Deckerville Community Schools visited Deckerville  Community 
Hospital. Each year 2nd grade teachers, Ms. Cowley and Ms. 
Sweet, arrange the field trip to Deckerville Community Hospital. 
The kids toured the facility, stopping in at various departments to 
learn about each one.  Staff members of Radiology, Laboratory,     
Nursing, and Clinic Offices were on hand to educate the kids on 

what happens in each of 
their departments and 
tell them what a patient 
may expect in the course 
of treatment in each area.  Students were very interested and responded 
with many questions and shared some of their own stories of a trip made 
to the hospital or doctor’s office.  Each student was given a coloring book.  
The tour ended with a trip to the lunch room where dietary staff had     
prepared scrumptious cookies and punch for each of them.    
(Photos include Ashley Stolicker, RN &  
Lab Tech, Kathy Meneghin, MLS(ASCP)cm) 

Irene Cole Selected as the April Employee of the Month.   

 Most of us know that Irene has been a nurse at DCH for “just a few” years.  She has been 
a friend, mentor, leader, and supervisor for a long time.  Her nominators say Irene is very         
dedicated, knowledgeable, compassionate, and kind.  She is diligent in offering and arranging 
necessary education opportunities for all staff.  Over the years, Irene has worn many “hats”; not 
just her nursing cap.  She is passionate about Deckerville Community Hospital and the services it 
provides to the community members; many of whom she calls ‘friend’.   
 

Once again, CONGRATULATIONS Irene!  

Get Your Green Thumb On… It’s Almost Time to Garden! 

 Grab your garden gloves, water bottle and sunscreen! Our spring Planting Days are set for May  20th 
through the 24th from 9am to 5pm, breaking for lunch.  Volunteers will help pull weeds, clean out  rows, and 

plant seeds and new plants.  This is hands-on, so attendees should dress 
accordingly.   

 Now in it’s second year, The Deckerville Community Hospital 
Community Garden was created to improve the nutrition and physical  
activity of the community and to encourage social interaction.   

 Kari Kennamer, Community Garden Organizer says, “Planting 
Day is a great opportunity for first-timers to get involved with the       
garden!  Just come over and join us!” 

New Chemistry Analyzer for DCH Lab 

 In December, the laboratory services department obtained a new 
chemistry analyzer. The ELX Dimension, from Siemens, is a fully integrated 
and automated analyzer that aids in the diagnosis and health maintenance of 
the patient of Deckerville Hospital.  Tests include monitoring patient’s liver 
function,  diabetes management, thyroid disease and function, kidney      
problems, along with iron and cholesterol checks.  The Emergency           
Department obtains many results which help in the event of a cardiac event 
(heart attack) or the acute events that may need immediate medical              
intervention. When a person says they have “chemistry” it truly is analyzed 
and evaluated by lab  personnel here at DCH.                          
(Photo shows Ryan Lee, MLT working on the new analyzer) 

New Director of Finance 
 
 Deckerville Community Hospital is pleased to announce that Kimberly Gentner has been         
promoted as the Director of Finance effective March 30th, 2015.  Kim attended St. Clair          
Community College for her Associates in Liberal Arts, then the University of Michigan, Dearborn 
where she earned her Bachelor’s of Business Administration – Accounting. In November 2013 
Kim finished her Master’s of Business Administration – Accounting & Human Resources.    
 Kim began her career at DCH in October 2011 in the accounting department and later  
assumed additional Human Resources  responsibilities.  “ I am excited to work with the Hospital’s 
Administration to foster a culture of continuous improvement and operational and service            
excellence.” - said Kim. 

National Volunteer Month 
 
 In celebration of National      
Volunteer Week.  April 16th         
Deckerville Community Hospital 
gratefully acknowledged the Hospital 
Auxiliary for the many things they 
do.  At their regular monthly meeting 
the members enjoyed a Victorian tea 
luncheon prepared by individuals of 
the hospital staff.  
  Director of Nursing, Angie 
McConnachie,  addressed the group; 
thanking them for generously giving 
their time and efforts to support the   
hospital and community.  


